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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, and the Resurrection. This discussion is based on Chapter 2 
Al Bagarah, Verse 260 of the Holy Quran: 


“And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You give 
life to the dead." [Allah] said, "Have you not believed?" He said, "Yes, 
but [| ask] only that my heart may be satisfied." [Allah] said, "Take four 
birds and commit them to yourself. Then [after slaughtering them] put on 
each hill a portion of them; then call them - they will come [flying] to you 
in haste. And know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise."” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 
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“And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You give life 
to the dead." [Allah] said, "Have you not believed?" He said, "Yes, but [I 
ask] only that my heart may be satisfied." [Allah] said, "Take four birds and 
commit them to yourself. Then [after slaughtering them] put on each hill a 
portion of them; then call them - they will come [flying] to you in haste. And 
know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise."” 


“And [mention] when Abraham said...” 


The earlier verses mentioned the difference between those who seek and 
accept the truth thereby sincerely obeying Allah, the Exalted, and those 
who reject the clear truth and hold onto their misguided ways. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verses 256-257: 


“...The right course has become distinct from the wrong. So whoever 
disbelieves in taghut and believes in Allah has grasped the most 
trustworthy handhold with no break in it. Allah is the Ally of those who 
believe. He brings them out from darknesses into the light. And those who 
disbelieve - their allies are taghut. They take them out of the light into 
darknesses...” 


The verses after these then discuss some examples of the types of 
mentalities mentioned. 


“And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You 
give life to the dead."...” 


Allah, the Exalted, alone created and controls both life and death. 


The Muslim who understands this divine name will submit and sincerely 
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience without fearing any of the 
creation while knowing nothing controls life or death except Allah, the 
Exalted. In addition, a Muslim who recognises this fact will understand that 
as Allah, the Exalted, chose the beginning and end of every creation He 
has also chosen everything that occurs in between. The choices of Allah, 
the Exalted, are unavoidable so one should not become impatient when 
facing them. Instead they should simply sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, 
in every situation so that they obtain reward with every passing moment. 
For example, they should demonstrate patience during times of difficulty 
and demonstrate true gratitude by using the blessings they possess 
correctly in times of ease. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 7500. 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by bringing their spiritual heart to 
life and cause death to their ego and negative characteristics by striving to 
remove them from themself through obtaining and acting on Islamic 
knowledge. 


“And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You 
give life to the dead."...” 


This should remind Muslims of when mankind will be resurrected on the 
Day of Judgement. The trumpet blast will lead to the death of the creation. 
This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7381. 
The important thing to learn is that this is a call which no one can or will 
reject responding to. It will lead to the resurrection and final judgment. 
Therefore, Muslims should respond to the call of Allah, the Exalted, through 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, through 
sincere obedience by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verse 24: 


“O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when he 
calls you to that which gives you life...” 


Whoever responds to this call in this world will find the final call easy to 
endure and respond to. Whereas, the one who lives heedless to the call of 
Allah, the Exalted, in this world will not find peace in it and they will be 
forced to answer the call of the trumpet which will be a great burden for 
them to endure and respond to. A person can only ignore the call of Allah, 
the Exalted, for so long as the final call will occur, sooner or later, and no 
one will be able to avoid or ignore it. If this is inevitable it makes sense that 
one respond to it now, today, instead of living in heedlessness. If one hears 


the trumpet blast while heedless no action or regret will benefit them and 
what comes after for this person will be even more terrifying. 


“And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You 
give life to the dead." [Allah] said, "Have you not believed?” He said, 
"Yes, but [I ask] only that my heart may be satisfied.”"...” 


The first thing to note is that Allah, the Exalted, did not criticize the Holy 
Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, for asking this question as it was 
rooted in a desire to gain certainty of faith and not rooted in doubt and 
rejection. He desired to understand the method in which the resurrection 
would occur. He did not doubt that the resurrection would occur. Therefore, 
this indicates the importance of gaining and acting on knowledge, a branch 
of this is asking sensible and relevant questions, so that one can obtain 
certainty of faith. 


All Muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith varies from 
person to person. For example, the one who follows the teachings of Islam 
because their family told them to is not the same as the one who believes 
in it through evidence. A person who has heard about something will not 
believe in it in the same way as the one who has witnessed the thing with 
their own eyes. 


As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224, gaining 
useful knowledge is a duty on all Muslims. One of the reasons for this is 
that it is the best way a Muslim can strengthen their faith in Islam. This is 
important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith the greater the 
chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, especially when 
facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith has been described 
as one of the best things one can possess in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 


Majah, number 3849. This knowledge should be obtained by studying the 
Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, through a reliable source. 


Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He 
also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples which 
are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been placed in 
one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted, 
advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it will cause 
them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a thing while 
there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 


“,.._But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of 
Hudaiba. Some Muslims believed this pact, which was made with the non- 
Muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, history 
clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the Muslims. This event is 
discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 2732. 


If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they 
believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and vice 


versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help one's 
faith strengthen. 


Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46: 


‘It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had not 
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.” 


If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great empires 
came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a way as if 
they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their signs have 
faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first place. 
Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that no matter 
how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might have felt 
overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the truthfulness 
of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this inspires them to 
prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out. 


The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one 
should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they adopt 
certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by any 
difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads to the 
gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


“_..[Allah] said, "Take four birds and commit them to yourself. Then 

[after slaughtering them] put on each hill a portion of them; then call 

them - they will come [flying] to you in haste. And know that Allah is 
Exalted in Might...” 


The One who created something from nothing and then fashioned its form 
can also resurrect it after it has turned to bones and dust. This is in fact 
easy for the One who has power over all things. 


Allah, the Exalted, is the One who over powers all things, who in reality is 
the only One who possesses power and might. Anyone else who 
possesses strength only does so because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to 
them. There is no atom in this world or in the next that can escape the 
power and authority of Allah, the Exalted. 


As all power belongs to Allah, the Exalted, a Muslim should therefore 
always remember that the strength to perform righteous deeds and refrain 
from sins comes from Allah, the Exalted, alone. This will remove any 
chance of pride creeping into their heart. An atom’s worth of which is 
enough to take a person to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 266. 


Whoever desires for their faith to become mighty must obey the All Mighty, 
Allah, the Exalted. Only then will they be granted strong faith which will aid 


them to overcome all difficulties so that they leave this world while Allah, 
the Exalted, is pleased with them. True obedience only lies in following the 
footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. This includes fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining 
from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. Chapter 3 Alee 
Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins.” 


Truly Knowing Allah, the Exalted, is All Mighty should prevent a Muslim 
from sinning. As they should know there is no way to escape the might of 
Allah, the Exalted. In addition, when a Muslim engraves this divine name 
into their heart it prevents them from committing oppression and wronging 
others. They become fully aware that even if there is no person powerful 
enough to seek justice from them Allah, the Exalted, will certainly take them 
to account and punish them in both worlds. As confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, oppression to others may cause the All 
Mighty, Allah, the Exalted, to hurl them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


“,..And know that Allah...” 


The first part of the quoted verse indicates the importance of gaining and 
acting on Islamic knowledge thereby avoiding ignorance. 


A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse 
3: 


“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) Is like that of a 
donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in 
them sinning. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is 
cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge. 
This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse 
for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing 
sins. 


In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of 
which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant 
commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they 
do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect 
their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of 
what their duties are? 


It is therefore a duty on all Muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224. 


“_.-Allah is...Wise.” 


Allah, the Exalted, possesses infinite knowledge of all things and their real 
nature and acts according to His infinite wisdom in a perfect manner. The 
Muslim who understands this divine name will never object to His choices 
and decrees knowing that there is wisdom behind each choice of Allah, the 
Exalted, which benefits His servants even if they are not obvious to them. 
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by using their knowledge and 
blessings according to the commands of Allah, the Exalted, as this is the 
ultimate wisdom a person can possess. 


“And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You 
give life to the dead." [Allah] said, "Have you not believed?" He 
said, "Yes, but [| ask] only that my heart may be satisfied." [Allah] 
said, "Take four birds and commit them to yourself. Then [after 
slaughtering them] put on each hill a portion of them; then call 
them - they will come [flying] to you in haste. And know that Allah 
is Exalted in Might and Wise."” 


Those who reject the resurrection find it hard to believe that after a 
corpse disintegrates and becomes scattered in different directions all 
over the world these particles will be brought back together again to form 
a human being. These people find it difficult to understand because they 
measure everybody on the scale of their own limited power and status 
and they do not deliberate on the infinite power of Allah, the Exalted. 


A person only needs to reflect on their own being in order to believe in 
the resurrection. A person’s existence is a collection of parts that contain 
elements that come from different parts of the world. The food and drink 
one consumes are in itself brought together from different parts of the 
world. The medicines one takes are composed of ingredients from 
different parts of the world. All these things gather together in one body 
even though they come from different parts of the world. If Allah, the 
Exalted, organizes this provision for a person so that they can survive in 
this world why is it difficult to accept that when their body, which is 
composed of elements nourished on things which came from different 
parts of the world, dies and becomes scattered dust and bones Allah, 
the Exalted, can bring these particles back together and recreate them. 
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